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Extension Activities Session: 2025-26 

1)  Field Survey  

Date: October 2 – 6, 2025 

Objectives: 

 To expose are geography students to a range of subthemes and research opportunities in a 

real- world setting. 

 To foster a holistic understanding of geographical diversity, environmental issues, and 

cultural aspects in Jaipur. 

 To develop research, data collection, and analytical skills among our students. 

The Department of Geography organized a Field Survey to Jaipur City, Rajasthan, from October 

2 to 6, 2025, as part of the academic curriculum for undergraduate students. The main objective of 

the survey was to provide students with first-hand experience in field techniques, data collection, 

and real-world observation. 

Day-wise Schedule and Activities 

Day 1 – Field Survey at Badi Chaupar and City Palace 

The students left for Badi Chaupar at 8:30 a.m. and reached by 9:00 a.m. The first session of 

fieldwork began shortly after arrival. Students were divided into groups and instructed to collect 

primary data through structured questionnaires. Each student filled 10–12 questionnaires during 

the first session, which concluded at 12:00 p.m. 

Following the morning session, students visited the City Palace, observing its architecture and 

cultural significance while understanding the pressures of tourism on heritage conservation. 

The second session began after lunch and continued until 5:00 p.m. During this time, students 

completed 6–7 additional questionnaires and interacted with local residents regarding solid waste 

management practices in the area. In the evening, the group visited Chokhi Dhani, where they 

enjoyed traditional Rajasthani cuisine, music, and folk performances, experiencing the cultural 

richness of the state.  

Day 2 – Data Collection near Albert Hall Museum and Jantar Mantar 

On the second day, students departed for field activities at 9:00 a.m. The focus of the day’s survey 

was on solid waste management and heritage site conservation near Albert Hall Museum, one of 

Jaipur’s most prominent landmarks. Students interacted with local authorities, vendors, and 

tourists to gather information on waste collection systems, recycling efforts, and the impact of 

waste on the surrounding environment. 
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After completing the first session, the group visited the Albert Hall Museum to observe its 

historical exhibits and study how heritage preservation is maintained. 

Field Survey at City Palace and Jantar Mantar  

In Session 2, students visited Jantar Mantar, where they learned about the significance of 

astronomical instruments and collected data on visitor management and site conservation 

practices. Later in the evening, a group discussion session was organized in which students shared 

their experiences, field observations, and the challenges faced during data collection. This 

reflective discussion allowed students to exchange ideas, identify practical solutions, and 

strengthen their understanding of fieldwork techniques. 
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Day 3 – Visit to Jal Mahal, Amer Fort, and Group Discussion 

The third day began with the group departing from the hotel at 10:00 a.m. The students visited Jal 

Mahal, located in the middle of Man Sagar Lake, and conducted data collection related to waste 

management around tourist sites and environmental protection. After lunch, they visited Amer 

Fort, where they studied the fort’s architecture, heritage conservation methods, and tourism 

sustainability. 

In the evening, around 6:00 p.m., the group began their return journey to Shimla. 

Field Survey at Jal Mahal 
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Field Survey at Amer Fort  

Outcomes and Learning Experiences: 

The field survey to Jaipur offered students a valuable opportunity to gain practical exposure to 

geographical research, focusing on solid waste management and heritage site conservation. 

Through direct observation, interaction, and field documentation, students learned how 

environmental and cultural aspects are interlinked in an urban setting. 

The survey emphasized that the real world serves as the true laboratory of a geographer. It 

enhanced students’ abilities to plan, organize, and conduct fieldwork systematically. 

Key outcomes of the field survey include: 

 Insight into heritage site conservation efforts and their role in promoting sustainable 

tourism. 

 Development of questionnaire design, data collection, and analysis skills. 

 Improved communication and interpersonal skills through field interactions. 

 Enhanced ability to identify environmental challenges and propose possible solutions. 

 Strengthened teamwork, coordination, and leadership skills during group-based fieldwork.  

 Reflection on real-world challenges faced during primary data collection and problem-

solving in the field. 

Overall, the field survey was a successful academic exercise that strengthened the student’s 

conceptual understanding, practical skills, and research aptitude. It helped them connect classroom 

knowledge with real-life issues and inspired them to approach future studies with a research-

oriented perspective. 

Conclusion: 
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The Field Survey to Jaipur City (2025–26) was a fruitful and well-organized academic activity 

conducted by the Department of Geography. It met its objectives of providing practical exposure, 

fostering research skills, and enhancing awareness about environmental and heritage conservation. 

The fieldwork experience proved invaluable for the students, shaping them into responsible future 

geographers and researchers committed to sustainable development. 

2) Three-Days training on Role of Community in Village Level Disaster Management 

Planning at HIPA. 

Date:  October 30 to November 1, 2025  

Objective :-  To build conceptual understanding of disaster risk, vulnerability, and resilience at 

the village level in the context of natural and human-induced hazards and To sensitize participants 

about the critical role of local communities, Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs), Self-Help Groups 

(SHGs), youth clubs, and civil society in disaster preparedness, response, and recovery. 

A three-day certificate course on “Role of Community in Village Level Disaster Management 

Planning” was organized by the Dr. Manmohan Singh Himachal Pradesh Institute of Public 

Administration (MSHIPA), Shimla. The program brought together participants from various 

NGOs, Panchayati Raj Institutions, and government sectors, as well as representatives from the 

districts of Una, Bilaspur, and Hamirpur.  

 The Course Director for the program was Dr. Khyal Chand, who guided and coordinated the 

sessions throughout the three days. Students from St. Bede’s College, Shimla, accompanied by 

their teachers Mr. Sanjeev Kumar and Mr. Anoop Dilta, also attended the course as part of an 

academic extension activity under the Department of Geography.  

Day 1: Expert Lectures on Capacity Building and Community-Based Planning the first day 

of the workshop included two engaging sessions by domain experts.  

  

The first lecture was delivered by Dr. Krishan Chand Thakur, Training and Capacity Building 

Specialist at MSHIPA. He spoke about the importance of developing local capacities and 

strengthening community preparedness and response systems. Dr. Krishan emphasized that 

community involvement, awareness, and proactive participation are key to minimizing disaster 

risks.  

  

The second lecture was conducted by Ms. Anuradha from the NGO Doers. She introduced 

participants to the concept of Community-Based Disaster Risk Management (CBDRM) and 

explained how communities can take the lead in identifying risks, developing mitigation strategies, 

and responding effectively during emergencies. She also discussed the Village Disaster 

Management Plan (VDMP), explaining how it serves as a participatory framework through which 

local communities can plan and implement disaster preparedness measures tailored to their needs.  
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Day  2:  Technical  and  Governance  Perspectives  in  Disaster  Management  

The second day focused on the integration of technology and governance in disaster 

management.  

   

The first lecture was delivered by Dr. Rohit Chauhan, an expert in Remote Sensing and GIS 

working under the Himachal Pradesh State Disaster Management Authority (HPSDMS). He 

discussed the significance of technologies such as GIS mapping and satellite imagery in identifying 

vulnerable zones, assessing hazards, and creating data-based disaster management plans. The 

second lecture was given by Mr. Sambhav Ramaul, a consultant at the Rashtriya Gram Swaraj 

Abhiyan (RGSA). He highlighted the role of Panchayati Raj Institutions and local governance in 

effective disaster management. Mr. Ramaul stressed the importance of incorporating disaster 

management strategies into local development plans and ensuring strong coordination between 

government bodies and communities.  
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Day 3: Field Visit, Group Work, and Certificate Distribution  

On the final day, participants visited Sipur Village to gain hands-on experience in community based 

disaster management practices. The field visit was accompanied with Dr. Khyal Chand and Ms. 

Anuradha. The field visit provided valuable insights into how local communities prepare for, 

respond to, and recover from disasters.  

During the visit, all participants were divided into five groups, with each group assigned a specific 

theme to study:  

1. Awareness and Preparedness  

2. Evacuation and Response  

3. Health and First Aid  

4. Sanitation  

5. Shelter Management  

Each group interacted with local villagers, collected data, and analyzed their assigned topic to 

understand its significance in the overall Village Disaster Management Plan (VDMP). In the 

evening session, all groups delivered presentations based on their findings and observations, 

which reflected their understanding of different aspects of disaster management at the 

community level.  
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At the end of the day, a certificate distribution ceremony was held where all participants were 

awarded certificates for successfully completing the three-day course.   

   

Outcome: 

The three-day certificate course proved to be an enriching learning experience that combined 

theoretical knowledge with practical exposure. It highlighted the critical role of community 

participation, local governance, and capacity building in effective disaster management planning. 
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Through expert lectures, interactive discussions, field activities, and presentations, participants 

gained a comprehensive understanding of disaster management from both technical and grassroots 

perspectives. The course concluded with the recognition that well-informed, organized, and 

empowered communities form the backbone of disaster resilience and sustainable development.  

3)  Educational Visit to IIRS–ISRO, Dehradun 

Date: 18th – 20th December 

Objective: - 1) To familiarize students with the role and functions of the Indian Space Research 

Organisation (ISRO) and the Indian Institute of Remote Sensing (IIRS) and  To enhance 

understanding of Remote Sensing and GIS applications in resource management, environmental 

monitoring, disaster management, and urban planning.  2) To provide exposure to satellite data 

acquisition, processing, and analysis techniques used in real-world geospatial projects and   To 

demonstrate the practical relevance of classroom concepts through interaction with scientists, 

researchers, and technical experts. 

Day 1: Visit to Chhatbir Zoo, Chandigarh (18th December) 

On the first day, students visited Chhatbir Zoo, officially known as Mahendra Chaudhary 

Zoological Park, Chandigarh. The visit was undertaken to understand aspects of wildlife 

conservation, biodiversity management, and environmental sustainability. Students observed a 

wide variety of fauna including mammals, birds, and reptiles housed in enclosures designed to 

simulate natural habitats. The spatial arrangement of enclosures and species distribution provided 

insight into habitat planning and animal welfare practices. Emphasis was laid on the role of 

zoological parks in conserving endangered species and promoting environmental awareness. 

From a geographical perspective, the visit helped students relate concepts of biogeography, 

ecosystem conservation, and human–environment interaction with real-world conservation 

practices. The visit enhanced awareness regarding the importance of biodiversity protection and 

sustainable environmental management. 

Day 2: Visit to IIRS–ISRO, Dehradun (19th December) 
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On the second day, students visited the Indian Institute of Remote Sensing (IIRS), Dehradun, a 

premier institute under the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO). The visit was focused on 

understanding the applications of remote sensing, GIS, and space technology in geographical 

studies and national development. 

The visit commenced with a guided tour of the IIRS museum, which houses informative exhibits 

related to satellites, rockets, sensors, and space missions. The museum provided a visual and 

conceptual understanding of satellite systems, launch vehicles, payloads, and sensor technologies 

used in earth observation and space research.  The exhibits helped students comprehend complex 

technological concepts in a simplified manner and served as an effective introduction to the 

applications of space technology prior to the academic session. 

An expert lecture was delivered by Ashutosh Bhardwaj, Head, Research Project Monitoring 

Department and Scientist/Engineer – SG, IIRS. The lecture provided an overview of the evolution 

of ISRO and IIRS, highlighting India’s progress in developing indigenous space and geospatial 

capabilities. Mr. Bhardwaj elaborated on the scope and significance of Remote Sensing and GIS, 

explaining their applications in day-to-day life such as weather forecasting, disaster management, 

agriculture, urban and regional planning, transportation, and environmental monitoring. He also 

discussed major developments in the Indian context, including advancements in satellite missions, 
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sensor technologies, photogrammetry, GNSS, LiDAR, and SAR interferometry. The lecture further 

highlighted the future projects and vision of ISRO, focusing on upcoming satellite missions and 

emerging geospatial technologies. The session provided valuable insight into academic and career 

opportunities in the fields of remote sensing, GIS, and space sciences. 

Outcomes  

The educational visit to Chhatbir Zoo, Chandigarh, and IIRS–ISRO, Dehradun, proved to be a 

highly enriching academic experience for the students of the Department of Geography, St. Bede’s 

College. The first day strengthened understanding of biodiversity conservation and environmental 

management, while the second day provided in-depth exposure to geospatial science and space 

technology through expert interaction and practical learning. Overall, the visit successfully 

integrated theoretical knowledge with real-world observation, enhancing students’ academic 

understanding and reinforcing the applied and interdisciplinary nature of geographical studies. 

 

 


